
Dear Members of the Human Services Committee of Connecticut General Assembly:

My name is Stephanie Marquez, and I live in Hartford and I work for Connecticut Children’s. I
am a proud immigrant originally born in Peru.

I stand in support of HB 6616: “An Act Concerning Expansion Of Husky Health Benefits To
Those Ineligible Due To Immigration Status”. Expanding access to HUSKY regardless of immigration
status is an important step in ensuring our immigrant community has access to the healthcare we need.  If
Connecticut wants a future that includes healthy families and a stable, thriving and growing workforce
that is ready to meet the needs of our future, Connecticut must ensure that these individuals up to age of
26 have access to health coverage.

From a very young age I helped my parents navigate the healthcare system as their interpreter, during a
time when translation services were not what they are now. It was very confusing and expensive since my
parents and I were undocumented. We would need to pay out of pocket for basic services like
vaccinations or vision exams, both of which are key requirements to get signed up for and to succeed in
school. Sometimes the only option that my family had was to go into the emergency room because they
could not deny us treatment the way some doctors’ offices could. However, that would result in a big bill
for a simple ailment. There were times where my parents just toughed it out and did not get seen in order
to save money. These necessary cost-cutting healthcare decisions are now affecting them in their old age.

From the experience that I lived with my parents and family friends, I knew that my future career had to
be in healthcare. I wanted to ensure that families like mine had access to basic healthcare needs by
providing translated visits and visit documents, and a friendly face that they can identify with and
advocate for them.

I have worked in different areas of healthcare throughout my working career. I have worked in adult
hospitals on medical surgical floors and also in the ICU. I now work at CT Children’s where I started on a
Hematology Oncology inpatient unit and now work in a Developmental Pediatrics clinic. One patient that
will always stick in my mind was a man that came into the ICU due to kidney failure. He would need
dialysis, and since he did not have insurance, he could not get nurses to come to his home because the
fees were too large. He would need to work overtime in order to pay but that would leave him no time to
get the treatment. The care coordinator told him his two options were to wait until it got really bad and
come back to the ICU for treatment and hope for a good outcome or go “back home” to his country to
seek treatment there. The fact that those were his two choices felt so wrong to me as a healthcare worker.
I could not believe that despite us having all of the necessary resources to provide his needed treatment,
he had to make the choice to either let his condition worsen or leave his home and family. No one should
ever face that choice.

I now work with families who have benefited from the recent Husky expansion. Their children are able to
get the help that they need from the different clinics that CT Children’s has. I saw parents schedule
appointments with excitement for this year because they knew their child would have insurance by then. I
have seen families no show appointments because they get called with the bill before the appointment
even occurs.  This costs the hospitals/clinics resources and it is a wasted appointment slot. Connecticut’s
hospitals and healthcare providers have a duty to provide care, and they would benefit greatly in this
regard from families getting husky.

Healthcare is already so difficult to navigate even if you are a citizen with insurance. There should not be
added blocks that can so easily be taken away.



I support HB 6616 and I ask the committee to support and pass this legislation out of committee
in its current form -  to expand HUSKY access to age 26. Our work does not end with expanding access
up to age 12 nor with expanding access up to age 18. And that work must continue this year by expanding
HUSKY access up to age 26. Looking forward,  I ask the committee to work towards opening access to
all immigrants regardless of age.

Thank you for your time,

Stephanie Marquez


